Foreword by the editor

Issue 61

October 2012 Dear Members and friends,
Welcome to the autumn edition of the CTTA Newsletter.

Since the last Newsletter issue | can report that this year’s Main Group Visit (MGV) to
Dorsten took place between 4th August to 12th. August 2012. led by Geoff May.

In my opinion and the opinions of most people who participated, the visit was a very
successful one. Due to a few participant’s contribution articles, and also the German
local and regional newspaper articles, included within this issue | do not want to repeat
myself and repeat the contributor’s content. The short summary of the MGV trip to
Dorsten is as follows:

We set out from St Andrews car park shortly after 7am. The ferry from Dunkirk left
about 15 minutes later than scheduled, about 10:15am. After driving through Ostend,
Antwerp, Eindhoven, Venlo and stopping twice on the way, we arrived in Dorsten just
after 7:30pm. The slight delay in our arrival time was mainly due to combination of later
ferry departure, longer than envisaged “comfort stops” and 90km/h coach speed limit.
Our hosts were already anxiously waiting for us all at he ZOB “ Central Bus Station”.
During our stay we visited a few interesting and lovely places e.g. Cologne, Werne and
Schloss (castle) Nordkirchen. On Saturday 11th August we had a really good farewell
party in the evening, with plenty of tasty food and drinks accompanied by two bands
with excellent music. We arrived back in Crawley, all in best order on Sunday 12th Au-
gust at around 9pm. Many thanks to our coach driver Conrad for his excellent and very
safe driving throughout the MGV.

The Dual Committee Meeting (DCM) was held in Crawley last month on Sunday 29th
September. The DCM covered all past year activities , together with planning of the
new next year (2013) activities, mainly the preparation for the next year MGV in Craw-
ley. The dates for the next year MGV were agreed and will be between 20th.July to
28th.July 2013. 2013 will be the 40th Anniversary of signing the twinning agreement
between the Dorsten and Crawley towns. For both Crawley and Dorsten twinning com-
mittees this will be a busy year of thinking, preparation and finalising the proposed pro-
gramme and celebration activities.

As previously advised please note that the Annual General Meeting (AGM) will be held
on Wednesday 17th October 2012 at 8pm, in the Town Hall. The new committee mem-
bers will be elected, together with the announcement of the winners (1st, 2nd and 3rd
price) of this year MGV photographic competition. The committee looks forward to
seeing you all there.

Next edition of the Newsletter is scheduled to be issued prior to Christmas with the de-
tails, venue and date of the CTTA Annual Dinner, normally held beginning of February
2013.

Peter Klin
Public Relation Officer (CTTA)
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CRAWLEY TOWN TWINNING ASSOCIATION

Crawley resident celebrates her 84" birthday at the
Open Air breakfast in the market place in Dorsten

Photo: Stadtspiegel 15/8/2012

Judy Rayner from Southgate is a long time member of the Crawley Town Twinning
Association and was fortunate that the CTTA visit to Dorsten in August this year coin-
cided with the annual Dorsten Open Air breakfast in the market place in the town
cenftre.

The weather was fine and Judy was able to celebrate in style with friends from the
Dorsten — Crawley Partnerschaft.

lain Millar

Chairman
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Saturday breakfast in the Market place in Dorsten

A different article, but also covering the Dorsten open air breakfast was published in the August

2012 edition of the regional WAZ newspaper (inmj-Westdeutsche Allgemeine Zeitung). The article

covers Judy Rayner’s participation in the open air breakfast with sparkling wine, and a short interview
R i~ A _____ with Marion James.

Marion has told the WAZ reporter her “ mar-
riage secret”, that some 40 years ago, after a
concert, a certain gentleman called

Paul McCartney, planted a kiss on her right
cheek. This article was then followed by a
short interview with four Market visitors in-
cluding Marion under the title - “Gorgeous.
The word says it all”

The word “Gorgeous” covers many mean-
ings. From “outstanding until magical” and
actually, it says it all about this very nice
open breakfast with lovely people, in this nice
town of Dorsten.
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ISSUE 61 MGV Dorsten 2012 - Poem

Dorsten

Lovely weather, scenic places.
Hospitable hosts, friendly faces.
Spacious homes, good design.
Nothing much to malign.
Decent showers, piping hot.
Tasty meals, quite a lot

Very interesting places to go
Nothing too much trouble

don’'t you know.

by Ana Achucarro, August 2012

An Open letter from Ana Achucarro

Southgate,
Crawley
Dear Mary,

Thank you for your recent letter. You ask about my recent holiday, the CTTA trip to Dor-
sten in August. It certainly was an adventure. A group of 30 of us from Crawley (mostly) travelled
by Ferry, then by coach to Dorsten. The journey was long but pleasant and people were friendly.

| stayed in a lovely large house with a nice couple. They were friendly and hospitable (He
had his own lovely tractor!! ).

| particularly enjoyed the trips out. We visited Werne, Xanten, Cologne which had a fabu-
lous museum of modern art. We had a lovely party on the last night with excellent Jethro Tull
tribute group. The visits were first rate.

You ask if | think you might enjoy the trip to Dorsten. | would say that | think you would.
The German hosts are polite and very helpful. Many people ride bicycles and are into walking
and out door pursuits. The food was tasty, the cakes exquisite.

| look forward to hearing all your news about family and your recent holiday in Australia.
All my love
Ana

Coach Driver’s view on Dorsten MGV

Well, when | was first given the job | really did not know what was in store for me. As we started to
travel, | got to thinking, what a nice bunch you all were.

As far as driving in Germany is concerned | have found it quite refreshing. Even on one occasion,
when | missed the turn in Cologne.

| would have to say that overall | got a lot out of my time in Dorsten. | have been driving coaches for
over 20 years but this was something very new for me but would jump at the chance to do it again.

By Conrad Low
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The International Garden Show Hamburg 2013
Paul Bristow

The IGS Hamburg runs from 26 April to 13 October 2013. It draws on the German tradition
of “federal garden exhibitions” (“Bundesgartenschauen”) - national festivals which last sev-
eral months, as a showcase for horticulture and landscape design, and which leave new
parks as their legacy. Since the early 1950s, these festivals have taken place every two
years. Every ten years, they go “international”.

In 1953, Hamburg organised an earlier IGS. Since 2007, the city has seen work underway to
prepare the Wilhelmsburg Island Park, as the site of the IGS 2013. The festival site covers
some 100 hectares - around 250 acres. (London's Hyde Park covers 142 hectares, or 350
acres.)

Wilhelmsburg is an island lying between the northern and southern arms of the River Elbe.
In area, it is one of the largest districts within the City of Hamburg, but it is also one of the
least densely populated, with some 50,000 inhabitants. The population of Wilhelmsburg in-
cludes people drawn from over 100 different nationalities.

The IGS site has been designed to offer a tour “Around the world in 80 gardens”, and the
gardens are grouped in 7 different “worlds”:

the “World of Ports” pays horticultural homage to Hamburg's sea-faring history;
the “World of Activity’is designed as a playground, a sports field, and a park for well-being;

the “World of Cultural Diversity” reflects the diversity of multi-cultural communities, like Wil-
helmsburg itself;

the “World of Nature” shows how the natural and cultural landscapes around Hamburg have
evolved over time;

the “World of Continents” presents Africa, America, Asia, Australia and Europe in five groups
of three gardens;

the “World of Water” contains gardens which show the importance of water to nature;

the “World of Religions”has five gardens, designed by representatives of Buddhism, Christi-
anity, Hinduism, Islam and Judaism.

There will be many other attractions as well - 17,000 square metres of competition areas;
some 136,000 shrubs in all; a “Boulevard of Roses”; a “Boulevard of Art”; many opportunities
to eat and drink; and a monorail looping round the site on a 2-mile circuit.

Do look at the information about the festival on the IGS website - it will be something special!
http://www.igs-hamburg.de/
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Crawley Coach Quiz 2012

1Q. In the Dorsten Rathaus there were how many
plaques
A. 18

2Q. On the wall, where was the Crawley plaque
A. Bottom left, 2nd row

3Q. The deputy Burgermeisters name is
A. Frau Brief

4Q. What is the meeting on the 2" week in the month
called
A. Last orders

5Q. What is the population of Wulfen
A. 10000

6Q. Who is the patron saint of Miners
A. St. Barbara

7Q. Where did we have kaffee Kuchen
A. St Laurentius seniorenzentrum

8Q. What was the name of our guides in Cologne
A. Marita/Monica

9Q. Koln is the (what) largest city of Germany
A. Fourth

10Q. Koln train station was in built in
A. 1857

11Q. The Dom/Cathedral was started when
A. 1248

12Q. How many steps are there to the top
A. 533

13Q. During the 1998 G8 summit, Tony Blair stayed in
which hotel
A. Hotel Dom

14Q. Koln beer is called
A. Kolsch

15Q. What colour is the musical Dom roof
A. Blue

16Q. How long is the River Rhein
A. 690 km

17Q. What are the colours of Koln
A. White/Red

18Q. In Werne, the museum window shutters are what
colour
A. Green

19Q. In the church, when we entered how many can-
dles were lit
A. One

20Q. Our guides name in Werne is
A. Marita

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________|]
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21Q. The church is called
A. St Christophorus

22Q. The museum is celebrating which anniversary this year
A. 50 (1962 — 2012)

23Q. The oldest house in NordRheinWestphalia had what
number
A. 24

24Q. In Werne, the car number plates begin with
A. UN

25Q. How many priests live at the Monastery
A.5

26Q. How many confessionals were in the church
A4

27Q. What colour were the shutters of the Old Town Hall
A. Red/Yellow

28Q. At Nordkirchen Schloss we first sat where
A. In the East Wing

29Q. What was the carpet colour of the main staircase
A. Red

30Q. What was the ballroom called
A. Neptunes ballroom

31Q. In the ballroom what was the weight of the ladies
clothes
A. 15 kgs

32Q. What was the cost of an Eis Kaffee in the courtyard
A. €4

33Q. In the chapel we sat on what
A. Penitence benches

34Q. Dorsten lies in which part of Germany
A. NordRheinWestphalia or Reckiinghausen

35Q. How many people live in the Ruhr area
A. 5 million

36Q. How many working mines are there today
A. 4 (in the 19 century there were 300

37Q. What is the name of the river flowing through Dorsten
A. Lippe

38Q. What colour is the arched bridge into Dorsten
A. Blue

39Q. Who did we sing Happy Birthday too
A. Norbert Piechutta

40Q. Where did we have our farewell party
A. St Antonius

Prepared by Geoff May



